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stricken by a sudden illness, aged 57, that will prove fatal, his face
distorted by the final expression of an experienced man's will. The
writing and acting are powerful, but there is little to appeal to the

emotions. They speak of a man's freedom from the anguish of
social customs and the comforts of home-- and no more. The limits

of that freedom are impinging in other theaters. "M" presents a
young married couple and their child in a story of remote danger to

which the husband is pitted. Both picture and script are
unsuccessful, the theme lacking relevance in the case of the young

married couple, the action in the case of the hero, and the result
lacking true drama in both. "M" is about Don McDonne (J. Carrol

Naish), a paleontologist who leads a rather small group of people in
the pursuit of the fossils of a planet which has once been part of a
much more populous planet. The planet has been cut off from the

more mature one and gradually it begins to undergo disintegration.
In the course of events the planet is destroyed and Don is left

stranded with only the bones of his companions. He must try to
lead these lonely bones away from what he regards as a doomed
planet. "The Wild" was made without changing the book's basic

outline, yet the picture shows an unsophisticated country boy ("Fike
Phillips") who goes away from home for the first time, finds his

attraction to the country difficult to overcome, and triumphs over
his natural environment. The picture, made with great sincerity and

cleverness, needs a bit more developed character drama than it
has at present. Its theme is the failure of a country boy to fit in with

the townspeople. The story is in fact a commentary on American
morals and prejudice, but the writer's purpose is lost in lagging
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