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acute abdominal distention. The gastric fistula
was diagnosed by barium enema in all
patients and colonoscopy was most helpful in
evaluating the colon. The colonic fistula was
diagnosed by barium enema in eight patients
and by colonoscopy in two. Only two patients
with gastric fistulas had an associated gastric
ulcer, whereas seven of eight patients with
colonic fistulas had an associated ulcer of the
colon. The fistulas resolved spontaneously in
ten patients and were treated surgically in ten.
There were two postoperative deaths. We
believe that gastrocolic fistula should be
suspected in patients with peptic ulcer disease
or gastric ulcer who have diarrhea, weight
loss,
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detects influenza A based on the presence of
M2 protein. Influenza virus is a major cause of
morbidity and mortality in the world. Rapid
and accurate diagnosis of influenza may lead
to treatment of the patient and prevention of
further infection in close contacts. We report
an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay
(ELISA) for influenza virus that is suitable for
developing countries, where conventional
diagnostic assays are not available. The assay
detects the presence of the influenza A virusspecific M2 protein in clinical specimens and
does not require a living virus for detection. All
antigens used in the ELISA are derived from
nonpathogenic strains of influenza A viruses. A
total of 1755 samples from patients
presenting with influenza-like illness were
analyzed using our ELISA as well as by
conventional techniques. The detection
sensitivity of our ELISA was similar to that of
the rapid influenza immunofluorescence assay
(∼91%). However, unlike the
immunofluorescence assay, our ELISA could
also detect M2 proteins in the absence of
infectious virus. Our ELISA was suitable for
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detecting influenza A virus in a panel of
samples collected from different regions,
including primary care settings. Because of its
simplicity, and the high sensitivity it provides,
we believe our ELISA will be a valuable pointof-care test for the diagnosis of influenza in
countries where the existing conventional
diagnostic tests are not available.Q: google
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